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The study on “Ecotourism Development in San Kamphaeng Hot Spring Area,
Amphoe San Kamphaeng, Changwat Chiang Mai” aimed to study the current ecotourism
situation of the San Kamphaeng hot spring, and to find out some development guidelines for this
tourist source. The study was conducted towards two groups of people tourists and key
informants such as local leaders, representatives of the cooperatives, the administrative committee
and people related to the development of the San Kamphaeng hot spring. The data was collected
from 370 tourist samples, which had been randomly selected, and from 27 key informants by
using 2 sets of questionnaires. The data were, then, analysed using frequency distribution, means
and standard deviation.

The results of the study showed that the overall ecotourism situation of the San
Kamphaeng hot spring in the tourists’ point of view, was not yet attractive in terms of its location,
activities and facilities. However, there have been exceptions on the points that the hot spring has
been accessible and located on the appropriate geographical site, becoming a source of natural
mineral water, without blocking the scenery. This tourist attraction had a highly suitable
management, while its location and activities were found moderately appropriate with the local
participation.

The development guidelines for this tourism site from the tourists’ point of view,
according to the ecotourism factors, showed that it needed a high improvement in its
attractiveness, environmental management, activities, accessibility and facilities. Similarly, the
key informants saw the development in management, activities and procedures as the important

factors.





