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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research study is to determine the potential
for cultural tourism of Piang Luang Village and to identify appropriate directions for
sustainable cultural tourism development in that area. The sample studied was divided
into three groups: (1) members of the local community, (2) community leaders and (3)
government officers. Data was obtained by surveys, participant observation and
interviews.

The results of the analysis of the data show that Piang Luang Village has a
varied ethnographic mix of several cultures and the village area has many attractive
tourism resources including natural resources and man-made attractions, together with
a beautiful landscape. In addition, Piang Luang Village also has an adequate basic
infrastructure to support to fourism. However, Piang Luang Village needs to improve on
the basic tourism amenities such as constructing a toufist information center and public
toilets for tourists.

From the study of the data, it appears that the most appropriate cultural

tourism development strategy for Piang Luang Village would be a four-way development



program. The four aspects of the program are: (1) Promote and develop a cultural
itinerary within Piang Luang Village, (2) Develop a "Home Stay” Concept to be
organized and managed by local community members, (3) create a tourism itinerary
connected to other tourism resources in the surrounding area, (4) establish an annual
“Trunus Flower Festival® as a key tourist attraction to celebrate this locally abundant

flower.





