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Since 1932, ‘children’'s welfare’ has increasingly been a conce.r‘lr-w(z?tr?e?'rzi
government and Thai society at large. Such a concern, well reflected in the policies on,
and management of, public education, public health, social welfare, and the judicial
system, culminated in the setting up of the Children's Day in 1955. In 1959, the
government began to issue the annual Children's Day Motto, Children’'s Day Prime
Minister's Message, and the Children's Day Annual. All these reveal the Thai
government's expectations of children, sending the message to the children who are
expected to behave along the path set by the government.

The Thai government's expectations of children during the period under study
varied in accordance with contemporary politics. Under the Sarit regime during 1959-1963,
well discipline and order were the government's prime expectation. Under the Thanom
regime during 1963-1973, in addition to discipline and order were moral, ethics and
education. During the brief ‘Democratic’ years between 1973-1976, the issues of ‘rights’

and ‘freedom’ were highlighted.
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