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ABSTRACT 232971

“The Policies of Resolving the Problems of Muslim Minority Groups in the

Philippines, China, and India : Model and Lesson for Thailand”

The Problems of Muslim minority groups in the Philippincs’ Mindanao, China ’s
Xinjiang, and India’s Kashmir has been a longstanding issue, brought about by the coming
together of strong movements and campaigns that have been foremost in airing their grievances,
instigating insurgency, creating chaos, and using violence of every kind. These movements aim
to oppose state authority, as well as fulfil their separatist, secessionist or irredentist purposes.
There are important underlying reasons behind this situation, namely, fundamental religious and
ethnic differences; the belief that the Muslims are a violent race; adherence to the tenets of
religious extremism; the conviction that historically they are the rightful owners of the land; and
the growing resurgence in the opposition against the United States and the West in the Muslim
world. Moreover, the rift in the relationship with the state has been fuelled by factors such as
constant neglect, discrimination, injustice, exploitation, oppression, and persecution. The
governments in the Philippines, China, and India have tried various methods to solve the problem,
including policies that rely on the decisive use of military force to suppress the movements, as
well as political means that focus on negotiations to revive relations. Creative solutions
employed by other countries that may be directly or indirectly relevant to the situation are also
adopted for implementation. Moreover, the governments have put in place developmental
policies and given support to the minority group in the areas of their economy, society, and
culture. It can be observed that the various solutions have borne fruit and have helped to diminish
the problems. This is especially true in Mindanao in the Philippines, which has been most
successful in combating the problem, when compared to the case studies of Xinjiang in China and

Kashmir in India.





