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The problems of minority groups have founded in Muslim countries such as Malaysia,
Indonesia, and Turkey. They have similarities as well as differences. In the case of Malaysia,
the problem stems from the gap in relations between the ethnic minority groups — especially the
Chinese and Indians — and the Malay majority, with each race having their own political parties to
protect their interests. On the other hand, both Indonesia and Turkey are experiencing problems
with separatist movements seeking independence for their respective regions. Indonesia has to
confront the demands of the Free Aceh Movement (Gerakan Aceh Merdeka), which wants
independence and self-determination for the province because it is populated mostly by
Acchnese, as opposed to the country’s Javanese majority. As for Turkey, there has been a
longstanding problem with the minority Kurds, where the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) has
been the driving force behind the goal to create an independent Kurdish state in south - eastern
Turkey. However, The government in each country has tried to solve the problems using various
methods. Malaysia has focused on fostering racial unity through the implementation of policies
that are beneficial to both the minority and majority groups as well as promote greater equality
across the board. At the same time, the government has taken tough and decisive measures to
address divisiveness among the races. As for Indonesia and Turkey, both governments opted to
use military prowess to suppress the movements by force. Yet, in recent years, Indonesia has
turned to the use of political means with the main emphasis on peace negotiations. Looking at the
solutions employed by different countries, Malaysia looks like it is on a sustainable track, while
Indonesia seems to have encountered success with the government and the GAM signing a peace
treaty in 2005 to end the fighting. However, the situation in Turkey continues to look bleak and

is likely to worsen and escalate into further violence.





