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The purpose of this research was to study an imaginary companion in Thai
children. Samples of 31 children ,aged 3.5 to 7, comprising of 5 males and 26 females
were derived by interviewing both the children and their parents as well as examining
behavior checklists from parental observation. Then, the children were divided into two
groups: the personified object and the invisible friend. Finally, both groups of children
were asked to give information in details concerning their imaginary companion.

Findings are as follows:

1) More Thai children are categorized in the personified object than in the
invisible friend.

2) The marital status of parents of both groups is similar . Most parents still live
together, only few separate or divorce.

3) Most children in the invisible friend group are 3.5 - to 4 - years old and 6- to 7
- years old, while most children in the personified object one are 4 - to 6 - years old.
Moreover, most of them are the only child.

4) Children in both groups have good social skills and assertive personality.

5) The pattern of imaginary companion of children in the invisible friend are
magical creatures such as the ultra man, the invisible humans or animals ,while dolls,
toys, pillows, and blankets are imaginary companions of children in the personified
object group. In addition, both groups of children give specific names for their friends in

accordance with their imagination.





