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Abstract

This study examined the travel behavior and factors affecting decision to travel of older peoples
who use public transport within the Northeast region of Thailand. Data were collected from the
older people population aged over 60 years old who travels with in Nakhon Ratchasima, Khon
Khen and Burirum municipalities for various activities. The study area has a comprehensive public
transport system such as bus routes and train. Results of the study suggested that the purpose of
travel and quality of public transportation service as well as the health of individual elderly persons
affect their decision to use public transportion. Most public transport users have low income with
only grade school education level. The majority of the interviewees commented that there should
be a bus service specifically for the elderly all the way to improved ramp system and other
facilitities that facilitates more convenient travels for older people. Most of the respondents can still
travel by themselves and are proud of being able to travel on their own. However, from their

opinion, older people still feel that there should be a companion for their travels.
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