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With the objectives to develop appropriate environmental performance indicators in the production process

stiuusdtamsvidayalusuing

of the pulp and paper industry sector, this study was undertaken following the Giobal Reporting Initiative
guidelines. The format and methodology of data collection was established, also for the purpose of

benchmarking.

The study and survey of the production process covered 16 factories of 6 sub-sectors, namely, pulp,
printing paper, paperboard, industrial paper, newsprint and hygienic product. Based on the GRI
guidelines, data collected were converted and analyzed for the suitability and appropriateness to constitute
the key environmental performance indicator set. Criteria of analysis were the availability, completeness,
accuracy and reliabi‘lity of the data including the advantages and disadvaniages of such indicators in
various aspects. The environmental performance was compared tc data of foreign manufacturers that
were publicly disclosed in order to determine the significance of reporting items and formats. Results
showed that erivircnmental performance of Thai pulp and paper industry 1s comparable to other pulp and
pape manufacturers in the western world. More importantly, reporting of only intensity (tons of discharge
per urit production) does not directly indicate the total discharge, a significant parameter reflecting
environmental impact contributed by industrial processes. If such indicators are to be reported, the Thai
pulp and paper industry would be considered a less polluter as compared to other manufacturers in

western countries.

In essence, this study was one of the kinds that showed a successful collaboration between research
community and industrial secior. Through this study, industries are more aware of the importance of
environment performance and its potential use in environmental reporting. The results obtained were
useful for the company's evaluation in terms of cost effectiveness and the operational management. The

indicator set also provides an insight to the improvement of data collecting system and analytical tools.





