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## 4480113922 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD: THONBURI/ KING TAKSIN/ ECONOMY/ CHINESE TRADER/ TRADE
JIRATHORN CHARTSIRI: THE ECONOMY DURING THE THONBURI PERIOD
THESIS ADVISOR: DR.DHIRAVAT NA POMBEJRA, 218 pp. ISBN 974-17-6729-3.

The final fall of Ayutthaya led to the collapse of the centuries-old economy and
trade in Siam. This thesis therefore aims to study the revival of the economy and of
trade during the Thonburi period, and the various roles of King Taksin in this process,
such as his trade policies and his territorial conquests, which helped effect this
economic revival. The economy during the Thonburi period will also be interpreted as
having laid the foundations for the Siamese economy during the early Bangkok period.

This thesis finds that the economy during the Thonburi period revived steadily
throughout the reign of King Taksin. The revival of commerce and the economy during
this period was greatly helped by Siam's overseas trade, especially trade within the
region and trade with China, the latter being more of a private nature than tributary.
Naturally the people who played key roles in this commerce were Chinese traders and
Chinese officials in Siam. The expansion of King Taksin's power into several
neighbouring territories was often undertaken with economic objectives in mind as well

as purely political ones.
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