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The 1999 Competition Act is the legal institution that aims to control the business groups
from abusing their economic power and has the main objective to “promote and protect free and
fair competition, prevents monopoly or any constraint on competition in order to create efficiency in
the usage of resources in the capitalist economy of Thailand and bring about the benefits for the
consumers”. The main principles of the 1999 Competition Act are to control t;\e behavior, which
exercises the unfair power over the market, and prevent the structural monopolization of the market
at the same time. The enforcement process of the 1999 Competition Act is a form of the execution
of state power to constrain any business group with monopolistic power from power abuse or
misuse. However, in the post-1997 period, the monopolistic power of certain business group
exceeds the state power, and the enforcement process of the 1999 Competition Act is thus likely to
face intervention from political interest group. The intervention of the enforcement process is
possible through the form of the organization that enforces this law and the origin of the
Competition Board in which political official is legally permitted to seek the position of the
Chairman or Director of such Board while other Directors are appointed directly by the Cabinet, in
addition to the regulations that the law has not clearly prescribed but allowed the Board to declare

such regulations nevertheless according to the approval of the Cabinet.

Therefore, the form of the organization, which enforces the law, and the enforcement
process of the 1999 Competition Act should be improved to allow for autonomy appropriate to the
political context of Thailand in order to minimize the likelihood of potential intervention by the

business group with monopolistic power and political influence.





