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Summary of Work Process TE 1 5 1 O 6 3 :

This Project provides opportunities for 7 emerging young researchers and 3 professors
working in the field of Eastem Philosophy (Chinese and Buddhist Philosophy) to present their
researches at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Philosophy and Religion Thailand. Ali 10
researchers read each other's works, give their critical comments, re-work on the papers and submit

them to an editor. All 10 papers have been revised and ready for publication.

Summary of Contents and Relevance of the Papers

These 10 research papers on Eastem Philosophy (Chinese and Buddhist Philosophy) signal
a new step in doing research in Eastemn Philosophy in Thailand. Reasons are in the followings:

1. Bridges have been built to create a lively dialogue and discussion with Contemporary
Westem Philosophy. Issues like; Justice, ethics of care, rights, equality, language and reality, are
discussed in an atmosphere of critical fiendship. This atmosphere is a “progressive step,” because
the argumentation is created out of mutual respect but with readiness to challenge each other's
philosophical limitations.

2. New analysis has been provided to build a basis for dealing with crisis in contemporary
Thai Buddhism. The issues of how to evaluate textual interpretations of Buddhist texts, how to re-
understand the process of convening Buddhist Councils in the past as a process to reach
“agreement” on controversies in each period, and how to reconcile moral dilemmas posed by
Bodhisattva ideals, are ali crucial to any attempt to search for solutions for problems generated from
the Thai Buddhist circles.

3, Creative readings and reinterpretations of texts in Chinese and Buddhist Phihiosophy are
initiated by each researcher. New understandings for issues like the ehtics of sorrow in Confucius'’
philosophy, the Confucian conception of justice, the process of assessing textual interpretations of

Buddhist texts are explored with an attitude of critical respect.

it could be argued that these 10 papers would lay a firm and crucial foundation for future

discussions of issues in Eastem Philosophy in Thai society.



