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The' objectives of this research are: 1) to study ethnobotany in daily life of the
Khamu 2) to study the local wistlom transformation in ethnobotany 3) to study the succession
on ethnoootany of the Khamu. The findings are summarized as follows:

Khamu is one of the oldest inhabitants of the northern part of Myanmar, the
southwestern part of China’ s Yunnan Province; especially, the northern part of Lao PDR. It is
said to be located in this area at least one thousand year ago.

Rotational swidden agﬁculture, hunting and gathering are the main activities of
life. The Khamu holds patrilineal descent society, lives in nuclear families; thus he has
small farms enough to support -the needs of own family. This tribe retains sacrificing in -
| spmts reside in all surroundmgs mountains, tree, swamps, creeks, etc. Throughout the Khamu
;emains using and getting benefits from basic environment reveal that he have close
relationship to nature, The usings of all plants in many ways: food plants, constructive and
productive of house’s furnitures plants, herbal and medicinal plants, ritual and symbolic
plants shape ith_e local wisdoms in ethnobotany of the Khamu.

In the French War period, many villages in the rural and -abandon area were
subjected to resettlement in a new land differs from usual lifes; past Saichaleun village is
.one. Dry temporary productive steep valley changed to wet field area. The Khamu left
lower montane forest and faced with deciduous forest. All old village’s spirits were

abandoned while new surroundings’ ghost were respected.

.The Khamu has to adapt in many ways of life; ethnobotany too. Many new
plants Khamu never known gradually are parts of daily life. Transformation are the
important  process of adaptation to stay here. They can separate into 'thr_ee groups: retain
the old; partly and totally transform, and accept them as the new knowledges. All types are
not similar to every villagers but they vary up to gender, age, education, incomes,
occupation, using’ s opportunity and practicing. ‘ '

- Likely to general modernized community; these specific local wisdoms are
possible to forsake along with the breath of the old Khamu. Realizing and succession are

important miethods to keep all valuable properties remain alongside the next generation.





