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ABSTRACT
Te 145380

The main purposes of this research, namely, Role Changes Among Career
Women, were to study the expectations of the family members toward the career
women, and the role changes among them. The sources of data were from eight
career women and their family members living in a community of Lamphun province.
The researcher collected data by the use of participant and non-participant
observations, in-depth interviews, and informal interviews. The collected data were,
then, examined for their completeness, grouped, and presented in an analyzed
descriptive form within the conceptual framework of this research. The findings of
the research were as follows:

The expectations of the family members toward the career women's roles
were as that their parents expected their daughters to relieve their current
housework. The career women's husbands expected that the housework was the
women's main duty. When the social and economic situations faced changes, wives
had to work outside of their houses as well as husbands did. So, the husbands saw
that helping their wives work was necessary. Therefore, the husband turned to help
their wives doing housework temporarily but not permanently, because they still held

their traditional belief of housework was for women.
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The expectation toward the career women on their family nurture was that
the women should ook after their parents at their old age. Within the women group
with single status, their cousins expected the women to look after their parents
because the women were not married and did not have any family burden. In case
of the married women, their husbands expected them to look after their children
closely by themselves. This feeling also derived from their children. They needed to
stay with their mothers much more than the others.

The femily members' expectation toward the career women's work for
income generation was also necessary. Their cousins, husbands and parents
shared a similar attitude toward the career women' s role to earn money for families.
It was better to have them wok and earn more money rather than the only one
person from their family did alone.

The roles of the career women were changed most clearly in the aspects of
working outside to earn money for family nurture. Both married and unmarried
women adjusted their changing roles in housework by going out for earning more
income with an aim to raise money for the families. Their roles as the family
daughters were also to arrange better accommodations for their parents, buying
more accessories for convenience spent on their own earned money. As the
housewives living with the extended families, they relied on their mothers and elder
sisters to take care of their nusbands during the working days, and fully looked after
their husbands during their holidays. This was different from the case of those
women who did not live with their parents' families. There was no one to do the
housework leading to initiate some quarrels between husbands and wives for
sometimes, as the women could not perform the traditional housewife roles properly.
The mother roles were also changed. When the career women had to work outside
their houses, they had to send their children to schools or left them with the women's

mothers.
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In sum, this research found that the family expectations toward the career
women's roles and the role changes were the results of family socialization. Such
socialization has been transferred from generations to generations until the time
being. Additionally, the women had an opportunity to learn other things and aspects
from their work and outside society. Those matters affected the expectations of their

family members towards their roles, resulting in their role changes.





