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Abstract

TE153099

The study of the conversion of chemical agriculture to organic agriculture
aimed at investigating the conversion of agricultural practice of agriculturists in
Ban Papai community as far as the economic, social and environmental impacts over
the conversion of chemical agriculture to organic agriculture were concerned. The
study socio — economic and environment affecting change of classical as far as the
economic, social and the environmental sustainable aspects were concerned.

The study was qualitatively conducted; reviewing over documents, thoughts,
theories concerned were made. The data was collected through observations, non-
structural interviews, open-ended questions, field records and community and organic
agricultural activity participation. Photos were taken while conducting the activities.
The data derived was categorized, classified, interpreted and analyzed before being
descriptively presented; the results were as followed:

1) Agricultural System modification of farmers in Ban Papai community.

Conclusion from the research findings were as foliows.

1.1 classical agriculture period (1926-1956). The system was concentrated
on subsistence farming and depended on natural production input available in the
community, no impact on quality of life and environment.

1.2 Chemical agriculture period (1957-2000). The system was adjusted for
modern agricultural system from external agency. The farmers depended on
production input from outside, with higher cost and modern technology. This period
resulted in direct impact to the farmers and environment, such as, debt, bad heatth,

deteriorated natural resources/environment, and self insufficiency.
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1.3 Organic agricultural period (2001-precent). The farmers came back
for self sufficient agriculture group and set priority for quality of natural resources,
environment, and life. In effect, the farmers are better off in their socio-economic
status as wall as in their environment.

2. The socio-economic and environment affecting change of classical
agriculture into chemical and organic agriculture.

2.1 Conditions affecting change of classical agriculture to chemical

agriculture are as follows:

- economic condition, i.e., 1) need of more income, 2) marketing
motivation

- Social conditions, i.e., 1) movement of modern agricultural system
2) governmental agencies promotion 3) neighborhood imitation.

2.2 As far as the economic, social and environmental aspects were
concerned, the conditions that caused the conversion of chemically agricultural
practice to the organic one could be identified as: Economic Aspects — 1) High
Producing Costs, 2) Inconsistent Incomes, 3) Monopolization, 4) Debt Burden; Social
Aspects - 1) The Development Conducted According to the National Agenda,
2) Community Leadership, 3) Health Problems of Local Folks in the Cornmunity,
4) Relationships among Relatives and Neighbors, 5) State of Acknowledgement and
Acceptability, 6) Supports Rendered from outside; and Environmental Aspects — Soil
Deterioration.

3. According to the on-hand implementation, the agriculturists could witness
the results derived from the organic agricultural practice as followed: Economic
Aspects - 1) The Decreasing Cost of Production, 2) The Consistent Incomes,
3) Sustainable Market, 4) The Community's SMEs; Social Aspects — 1) The introduction
of Leaning System, 2) The introduction of Value System, 3) The Betterment of the
Community Local Folks' Health Condition, 4) Independent, 5) Inter-community
Networks; Environmental Aspects — 1) Better Land Fertility, 2) Increasing Useful

Insects, 3) Plant Variety, and 4) Better Climatic Condition for the Community.



