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The research for improving udder health and milk quality of the small - scale
farms as a pilot project had been performed for 1 year since December 2002 -
November 2003 at 10 farms (28 farmers attended project orientation) of Mae — Wang
Dairy Cooperative Limited. Questionnaire data obtained from 27 farmers, the average
number of cows per farm at different status were as followed : herd size 20.63 cows
(range 3 - 75), milking cows 8.56 (41.5% of herd), pregnant milking cows 5.78 (67.5% of
milking cows), dry cows 2.59 (12.6% of herd) and pregnant dry cows 2.48 (95.8% of dry
cows). Dairying was the main occupation whereas 83.3% of farmers who had 6 months
to 15 years experience held. Eighty - four percent of farmers had to bring roughage
from somewhere. No farm used disinfectant for shed - cleaning. Cows of 70.4% farms
were kept full - time in parlour. Udder washing with Chlorine water were managed by
29.6% farmers, from those 92.6% had dried udder before milking. Strip — cup test, teat
dip and udde-r - dry with cloth (soaked by chlorine water) were manipulated 40.7, 66.7
and 14.8 percent respectively. Most farms (85.2%) had dry cows therapy, only 59.3% of
farmers knew that there were 2 types of Mastitis but unable to explain in detail.

The correlation between CMT and somatic cell count in milk with project — period
appeared (P < 0.01 and 0.05 respectively). The percent of CMT positive results and
somatic cell count from samples less found in the late — period, but no carrelation
between the project — period with milk grade and antibiotic residue. However, the
variations of milks composition among seasons were significant different when the
highest percent of fat, protein, lactose, total solid and solid not fat were found in the

rainy season.



