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This dissertation aims at studying the development and dance characteristics of Neo Lanna
Dance pertaining to the dance creation of the Deapriment of Thai Arts, Facuity of Fine Arts. Chiangmai
University from 1983 to 2005 including its expansion to become professional dance groups. Research
information is gleaned from documents. interviews. observation of performances, and participation in the
dances on various opportunities during 2004 to 2006. Lanna covers the area of northern Thailand and its
similar cultural groups in the neighbouring countries.

The research finds that Neo Lanna Dance is the traditional dance and fine art of ancient Lanna
combined with contemporary dance expression. Its development can be divided into 7 phases: 1
Ancient Lanna, 2. Revival Lanna and its conservation trend around 1967. 3. Formaton of the new dance
at the Department of Thai Arts since its opening in 1983. 4. More dance creations and regular
performances in 1984, 5. Development of dance variety in 1991, 6. Beginning of Lanna dance drama, 7.
its expansion in the form of dance companies. During 1983 to 2005. 21 dance pieces were created
among which 14 dances were the adaptation of the existing pieces and 7 new creations.

The purpose of creating Neo Lanna dance is mainly 1o make the presentation of ancient Lanna
arts from mural paintings and sculptures becomes alive. Its dance style can be seen in 3 types
according to the dancer's intention. First 1s to display the divine expression. second is the assertion of
dancer's happiness, third is the expression of the dancer's virtuosity.  This is based upon the ability and
the comprehension of Lanna culture of each dancer. Dance main characteristics are seen in the dance
standing posture of which the dancer crosses his legs and trusts his hip to make an S shape-tike position.
Looking from above, the dancers shoulder axis is always christcross with his hip axis. Dancer always
steps forward and trusts his hip to the side while moving from one posture to another. Each dance piece
has a set of standard postures of which the dancer can improvise to suit the concept of each event.

Neo Lanna Dance is continued to develop since it gives the opportunity for dancers to add
newness into the existing choreography. This is coincide with the arts education of the Department of
Thai Arts where the students still using Neo Lanna Dance to help artistically express their academic

presentation.





