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Abstract
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The purposes of this research “The Ethics of Politicians” are as follows: (1) to
study the nature of the morality-related problems and the behavior/actsk of ethical
exploitation in politics and conflict of interest threatened by national-level politicians
posting in administration and legislature, (2) to study the cause, encouraging and
prohibiting factors, and the effects of the behavior/acts of ethical exploitation in politics
and conflict of interest threatened by national-level politicians, and (3) to propose

concrete measures to correct/prevent such problems.

Research Method: performed in this research is quantitative-and qualitative-
based approach. In qualitative-based research, Data collection by in-depth interview,
The sample were selected through “purposive sampling” and consisted of 29 people
from 10 groups. In quantitative-based, a set of questionnaire was prepared and was
given to the Sample consisting of 125 Members of the National Assembly, 46 Senators,

and 119 people of other groups to answer them.

Research Results: (1) Nature of the Problems : According to the results
obtained from the quantitative-based research, the Sample has opinionated that the
severity of the problems about behavior/acts of ethical exploitation in politics and
conflict of interest threatened by politicians is overall in a “high” degree. Such as to be
dishonest in general election, to bargain a right to vote, to having duties and power for
taken a benefit to themselves and a relative and friend.

Upon comparison with the qualitative research, the opinion of the Sample in
which qualified-people were the representative is of similarity. Generally, the Sample
expressed that the moral and ethical standard in politics and conflict of interest
threatened by politicians is badly deteriorating and the situation is far worst than before.

(2) Causes of the Problems : Majority of the Sample's response to the

questionnaire about the causes of ethical exploitation in politics and conflict of interest
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threatened by politicians are “"Agree”. In addition, causes of such occurrence as mostly
agreed by the Sample are: a high ranking, opportunity, motivation, respect and honor,
lack of principle, narrow vision, Thai political culture, capitalism economic system,
people’s lacking valid information, knowledge and understanding in politics, and
Patronage System commonly accepted in Thai society.

With regard to the causes of such occurrence, the results obtained from
interviewing qualified-people who are the Sample of qualitative-based research are
classified into 5 groups as follows: (1) the causes are of macro level, the whole social
structure encourages the occurrence, (2) the causes are of macro and micro level
whereas political, economic and social system are the macro factors and the political
leader plays the role in micro level, (3) macro factor; political environment is singularly
significant, (4) both macro and micro factors generating such problems whereas
weakness of education system, Thai political culture and social value play a part in
macro level, and (5) one and only micro factor is the political leader.

(3) The Affect of Problems : According to the resuits obtained from the
quantitative- and qualitative based research, both Sample groups' responses to the
question about the affect of ethical exploitation in politics and conflict of interest
threatened by politicians are "Agree” which means such acts affect people and society
in the areas of politics, economics, cultures, education, and a way of life.

(4) Corrective and Preventive Measures : Both Sample groups'’ responses to the
question about the measures to correct and to prevent ethical exploitation in politics and
conflict of interest threatened by politicians are “Agree” whereas the measures cover the
areas of politics and governing, legislation, socio-economics, education, and others.

Ten measures as mentioned above and concluded from in-depth interview with
qualified-people are summarized as follows:

(1) Creating appropriate awareness in youths and people through education.

(2) Educating people about democracy and the role of press.

(3) Nurturing mind and cultivating good value through religious principles.

(4) Strengthening citizen sector by encouraing more participation in politics.
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(5) Establishing structure, procedures and measure to monitor ang t9 control
politics governing, including passing and enacting laws related to reformf and control
procedure.

(6) Developing an exemplary role of political party, and election procedure.

(7) Integrating proper system and individual role to solve problems in a long
term and in all aspects.

(8) Practicing sacred rituals which are highly respected by maijority of people to
encourage strength and peace of their mind.

(9) Setting a good exampie of appropriate political leader.

(10) Opinion toward problem solving is that no measure is possible to correct/

prevent such problems.





