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Ricoeur's philosophy is “a hermeneutics of the self”, for hermeneutics is the route
to understanding, understanding of the self. The question which is the guideline of the
investigation of the self is ‘who?" (Who speaks?; Who acts?; Who tells his or her story?,
Who is responsible?). The answer is the self. In the field of narrative theory, Ricoeur claims
that the concept of narrative identity is a solution to the problem of personal identity.
According to Ricoeur, the paradox of personal identity is due to the fact that most
philosophers who debate on the problem do not recognize the distinction between the two
meanings of identity, namely identity in the sense of sameness (or idem) and identity in the
sense of selfhood (or ipse). In addressing the problem, he shows the dialectical
relationship between the two types of identity within the operation of the plot that
constitutes narrative identity, just like identity of character who plays a role in fiction.
Narrative identity becomes personal identity through the act of reading. Ricoeur himself,
however, admits that the problem of the relationship between fiction and life is a ‘thorny

problem’ which will be examined in this thesis.





