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Khaosarn Road, in Rattanakosin, is an area with a long historical development. In the past,
Khaosarn Road was the main rice commerce centre of old Bangkok .There were many groups of royal
residences situated on this ancient road, for example Wang Sapan Seaw, which was constructed aftér the
city was expanded north across the old city moat. During the reign of King Rama 1V, this road was also the
site of government officials’ residences. As time past, because of the area is situated héar the Royal Palace
and famous tourist sites, Khaosarn Road has become an area for low-cost guesthouses for foreign tourists.
It is presently known as being a night life district in Bangkok as well as other entertainment activities. The
walking street, small alleys and open spaces between buildings contribute to the unique characteristics of
Khaosarn Road.

The aim of this study is to propose a conservation concept for Khaosarn Road area based on the
physical transformation of the urban structure. The research started from the study of conservation theories
and the study of the physical changes of the area from maps of different periods, as well as historic data,
and site survey. The accumulated data in terms of urban transformation is analyzed and problems of the-
case study are identified. Finally, the conservation of the Khaosarn Road area on the basis of urban
transformation is proposed.

The research findings suggest that the physical changes of Khaoarn Road have been based on its
own original topography. Transportation has changed from the water based to land based. The old
buildings have been demolished and rebuilt in newer styles and the large land blocks were divided into
small blocks. This study indicates significant historic élements. The urban transformation within these land
blocks leads to an understanding of the unique l characteristic of Khaosam Road. The proposed
conservation concept and guidelines are based on the urban transformation and will promote the value and
identity of the area of Khaosarn Road. The concept of conservation is to accept modern development and

to integrate the development into the existing historical fabric.





