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Panita Nakpachon 2008: Farm Level Efficiency in the Mae Sa Watershed, Chiang Mai
Province. Master of Science (Agricultural Economics), Major Field: Agricultural Economics,
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics. Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor

Suwanna Praneetvatakul, Ph.D. 74 pages.

The Thai hill tribe farmers growth rate increases rapidly while expanding the agriculture area
is very difficult. One approach to resolve this problem is to increase production efficiency of the
upland farm level. The objective of this research is to analyze factors that affect the farmer’s
production efficiency level using 314 sampling of farmers from the Watershed Model for
Development of Sustainable Highland Agriculture Systems in Thailand, Center for Applied Economic

Research. Data are analyzed by stochastic production frontier.

Mae sa watershed, Chiang Mai Province, has a complex mountain landscape and the Thai hill
tribe farmers are located in the area over 35 percent slope area. Most of Them grew vegetables and
litchi for commercial purpose and in the plain area grew rice, flower, strawberry and etc. The farmers
in the study’s area owned land approximately 7.47 rai per household and used the modern production
technology. The result of the production function analysis found that the size of the land for
agriculture, fertilizer use value, chemical use value, percentage of irrigated agricultural area, labor for
production and the agriculture land slope affected the farmer’s production efficiency level. The total
coefficient values were 0.6411 indicating that the farmers production was in the decreasing return to
scale. The analysis result of the production efficiency found that the average of the individual
efficiency was at 0.4738. The most efficiency farmer was at 0.7878 living in Mae Sa district and the
least efficient farmer compared to all the sampling farmers was at 0.0261 living in Pong Yang district.
The result of the analysis of factors affecting efficiency found that the education of the leader of the
farmers household and the total land using the innovation in agriculture hold positive significant
cffect, therefore, it is necessary to give the production knowledge, create motivation and suggest the

benefit of using innovation in agriculture area.
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