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Wissanurak Sribandit 2007: Some Ecological Aspects and Marketing of Weaver Ant (Oecophylla
smaragdina F.). Master of Science (Forestry), Major Field: Forest Biology, Department of Forest

Biology. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Decha Wiwatwitaya, D.Agr. 135 pages.

Objective was to study ecological aspects and marketing of weaver ants to develop sustainable ant
farming. The ecology was studied by direct observations at Sakaerat Environmental Research Station,
Forestry Student Training Station and a neem plantation in Wang Nam Kiauw district, Nakhon Ratchasima
province, Thailand. Marketing was studied in parts of Pak Thong Chai and Wang Nam Kiauw districts by

interviewing local ant collectors and traders.

The results showed that the weaver ants preferred nest building open vegetation , large canopy trees
or bushes with strong stems, leaves with a smooth surface , medium sized leaves and smooth stem bark.
Plants that can support food were also preferred by the ants. In natural forest an average colony 19 nests and 4
trees. The survey also showed that sexual brood is only present in the nests from January until May. The
production of sexuals is therefore constricted to the dry season and probably depend on low humidity. The
ants were observed to feed on many different arthropod species, mostly insects. Competing ant species can
threaten the weaver ants if they reach high population sizes. The marketing analysis showed that collection
and trade of weaver ants take place only from January until May. The market price on weaver ants ranged
between 80 and 300 Baht per kilogram. Most ant collectors harvested ants from the natural forests they used
bamboo sticks with net baskets to harvest ants and used powder to separate worker and larvae. An increasing
number of ant collectors means that competition was increasing and furthermore forest fires may decrease the

ant population. Most collectors can easily sell their harvest on the market.

The results of this study may contribute to the development of sustainable ant management and lead

to applied ant farming in the future which may help to generate higher incomes among poor people.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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a W‘Uﬁ %ﬂﬁ:‘ulﬁﬂﬁ %aaﬂmmﬁm‘{ glﬂ)"ﬂ?\if:"f,

1 Diospyros spl ~ Diospyros sp. Ebenaceae

2 Unknow 1

3 AIzaI Ineg Cananga latifolia (Hook.f. & Thomson) Annonacea

Finet & Gagnep.

4 nszlau Careya sphaerica Roxb. Caricaceae

5 N3 zvjmﬁu Mitragyna rotundifolia (Roxb.) Kuntze Rubiaceae

6 N3N Calophyllum inophyllum L. Guttiferae

7 nNITUN Irvingia malayana Oliv. Ex A.W.Benn. Irvingiaceace

8 nOUN Lithocarpus polystachyus (A.DC.) Rehder ~ Fagaceae

9 NOLN Quercus kerrii Craib Fagaceae

10 nNENDUY Gardenia obtusifolia Roxb. Ex Kurz Rubiaceae

11 mamiln Vitex peduncularis Wall. Ex Schauer Viticaceae

12 AUDNNAN Gardenia sootepensis Hutch. Rubiaceae

13 AU Cassia fistula L. Fabaceae -
Caesalpinioideae

14 UAN AN Fernandoa adenopphylla (Wall. Ex. G.Don) Bignoniaceae

15 AUIU Dalbergia nigrescens Kurz. Fabaceae -
Papilionoideae

16 FIFU Dalbergia oliveri Gamble Fabaceae -
Papilionoideae

17 1A Xylia xylocarpa (Roxb.) Taub. Fabaceae -
Mimosoideae

18 Az Tnnuw Diospyros castanea Fletcher Ebenaceae

19 AZUUNUT Lagerstroemia floribunda Jack Lythraceae
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a W‘Uﬁ %ﬂﬁ:‘ulﬁﬂﬂ %a?mmmﬁm‘{ thﬂ;’f)’Nfg{J

20 él ’Jlﬂt’gﬂﬂ Cratoxylum cocninchinensis (Lour.) Blume  Guttiferae

21 19149 Shorea obtusa Wall. Ex Blume Dipterocarpaceae

22 ‘]J‘JS’,@: Pterocarpus macrocarpus Kurz Fabaceae -
Papilionoideae

23 Hounum Grewia eriocarpa Juss. Tiliaceae

24 Wdmana Croton oblongifolius Roxb. Euphobiaceae

25 Neyou Shorea roxburghii G. Don Dipterocarpaceae

26 Wineae Scaphium scaphigerumv (G.Don) Guib. &  Sterculiaceae

Planch.

27 yAud Sindora siamensis Teijsm & Migq. Fabaceae -
Caesalpinioideae

28 YEATSUAT] Protium serratum Engl. Burseraceae

29 wg'lul Baccaurea ramiflora Lour. Euphobiaceae

30 EE PN Mangifera indica L. Anacadiaceae

31 Tunvang Holarrhena pubescens Wall.ex G.Don Apocynaceae

32 slm’ﬁ'au Morinda elliptica Ridl. Rubiaceae

33 g19U Dipterocarpus alatus Roxb. Ex G.Don Dipterocarpaceae

34 YWNAN Dipterocarpus tuberculatus Roxb. Dipterocarpaceae

35 Qﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ FEucalyptus sp. Myrtaceae

36 39 Shorea siamensis Mig. Dipterocarpaceae

37 L§ #71h Bauhinia saccocalyx Pierre Fabaceae -
Caesalpinioideae

38 A09aaq Lophopetalum duperreanum Pierre Celastraceae

39 azuniad Combretum punctatum Blume Combretaceae
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a W‘U‘ﬁ %aﬁ:mﬁm %ﬂ%ﬂfﬂ?ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁo’ éls;’f)”elﬂf"f
40 aeian Azadirachta indica A.Juss. var. siamensis Meliaceae
Valeton

41 157 Millettia leucantha Kurz.var leucantha Fabaceae -
Papilionoideae

42 s} aWGl‘lJGl?iiLJ' Lagerstroemia loudonii Teijsm. & Binn. Lythraceae

43 LT?; RIGED Bauhinia sp. Fabaceae -
Caesalpinioideae

44 milonlan Aporosa villosa (Wall.ex Lindl.) Baill. Euphobiaceae
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a o ° o Aa o [ 4 A o
BiANY fwoudu awuit 3de Fwanwal  dszanly anwedwly anwenly  duleaguly uldenddu
vy "o A g
Diospyros spl 1 2 Tidu  Timdaly luden 4.0-9.0 8.0-15.2 INAYY scaly, cracked
v Y
Unknow 1 1 9 1du  Tumdaly  lu@en 23-4.6 3.8-6.5 NGER scaly
v Y
Aszan lne 2 6 T9du  Tuwaaly  Tu@en 5.5-8.6 8.9-18.9 a8 smooth, cracked
v Y
nszlau 1 1 I9du  waaly Tu@en 8.0-10.0 16.0-20.0 a8 cracked, scaly
1 Aa Y Y [V ~ =\ < 9
NITNNIU 4 16 Ifdu  waaly luipen 3.9-7.6 103-12.8  Nuuaniiey scaly
v Y
NEFALR 1 1 19w Dindaly  Twden 5.4-8.7 7.9-10.8 MGER scaly
v Y
ATLUN 2 10 1du Tumdaly  lu@en 3.0-5.0 6.0-9.0 MGLR scaly
[ 9 9 [V A dy
ABUN 2 8 I9du  wdaly luaen 5.0-8.0 10.0-15.0 NGEN cracked
v Y
ABLNE 3 5 194w wdaly lu@en 255 10.0-17.0 MEEN fissured, cracked
v Y
AU 1 1 19du  wéaly lu@en 3.3-6.6 6.4-13.9 A8 cracked
Y
mawiln 2 6 184w wéalu  Tvisznew 2.5-4.0 8.0-11.0 MGLN fissured
v Y
MuoNKaia 5 21 I9du  waaly Tugen 4263 6.1-10.5 A8 cracked, smooth
Y
U 2 6 Ifdu  waaly  luiszneu 5378 73-10.9 BGEN smooth

601
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a o ° o Aa o [ 4 A o
BiANY fwoudu Awauie 3de Fwanwel  dszanly anwndwly anwenly duleeguly uldenddu
[ Y Y @ dy
HAK9ANN 1 3 I9dy  wdaly  lulszaeu 47-6.9 6.8-9.4 MGEN fissured
Y
AU 1 2 194w wéalu  Tudsznew 0.8-1.5 1.0-2.5 NA8a smooth, cracked
Y
B 1 5 198w wdaly  Tuidsznew 1.52.5 3.0-4.0 RGER scaly
Y
1A 15 30 I9du  waaly  lulszaeu 2.4-43 42-7.1 a8 smooth, cracked
v Y
Az Tnwuy 1 2 I9du  Tiwdaly  Tu@en 3.5-5.9 8.9-13.4 NGIN scaly, cracked
v Y
AZUUAN 4 11 19dw  Dindaly  lwden 3.2-6.8 7.1-14.5 MGER dipple-marke
2 4 ) o A g
AANDYY 1 1 Tidu  waaly luden 2034 5.4-8.7 MGEN scaly
< ) o A g
199 8 13 I9du  wdaly luaen 5.1-7.4 9.8-15.8 NAE fissured
Y
1529 3 7 184w wéalu  Tuisznew 2.1-3.6 42-6.4 A8 fissured, scaly
v Y
auaum 1 2 T9du  waaly luRen 3.7-10.2 8.6-23.9 A8 cracked, smooth
v Y
nldmang 5 26 I9du  waaly Tugen 49-10.6 10.7-30.5 a8 scaly, smooth
WegoN 1 2 Ifdu  waaly TuRen 3542 8.1-10.4 Hyuy fissured

WInzao 1 2 I9du  liwdaly  Tu@en 8.4-153 18.2-31.3 NGIN smooth, cracked
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BiANY foudu awauie Ade Fwdnwal  dszanly anwndwly anwenly  duleeguly uldenddu
vy vy o A =
EAWA 1 5 19y mdaly Tuden 2536 4.1-6.4 MGEN scaly
9
yzuvly 2 3 I9du  Tuwdaly  Tuiszneu 3.1-5.3 6.2-13.7 NA8a scaly, fissured
v Y
we' I 1 3 T9du Tumdaly  luden 5.4-8.7 9.4-15.6 NAE smooth
v Y
LU 2 4 Todu  Tumdaly  luden 3.5-8.0 14.522.0 NAE fissured
v Y
Tunnana 1 3 I8¢y wmdaly Tuaen 5.0-12.0 8.0-24.0 NAE cracked
[ v Y
801091 2 3 19éu  waaly Tu@en 3.8-0.4 15.1-17.5 NGIN fissured, cracked
Yy "o A 3
819U 2 2 198w Tuwdaly  lu@en 7.8-15.3 189-35.6  Nuuaniies fissured
vy o ci =
g1NA 2 3 151du waaly lu@en 15.2-20.9 16.7-38.9 INAE fissured
v 9
g3 ae 1 4 Ifdu  luwdaly  Tuiden 4172 7.9-162 BGEN Peeling bark
1 9
54 2 4 T9éu  wdaly TuRen 7.0-12.0 12.0-20.0 BGEN fissured
Y v Y
@enth 3 3 198w wéaly luifen 5.2-6.7 5.9-7.1 MGER scaly
v Y
40900 1 3 T9éu  wdaly Tuaen 4176 6.3-10.5 NAE smooth
v J ydy 1 [ d‘ dy
azuniad 3 2 Ifdes  lumdaly  luden 4586 7.4-11.3 NAE smooth

IT1
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BiANY fwaudy Awuls 3de Fndnwal Usmanly anwndnly aowenly  duleguly alfenddu
Azian 2 2 19y wéaly  ludsznev 2.1-3.9 3.5-4.9 Inass fissured
55 2 3 I9du  wdalu  Tuilszaen 3.0-5.5 5.0-12.0 indes smooth, cracked
1oy 1 1 Ifdes  wdaly luiden 48-75 16.3-23.9 U Scale fissured
Fonndo 1 3 1én  mdaly luifien 4972 5.3-8.0 nAea fissured
iloalan 1 1 19dn maaly luiden 5.8-7.8 6.3-10.2 nave fissured

MIHUINT 03 MartaNudIngy (IVI) vosdanuiluf s s naaniisedunadenazuny
YUANY Fongnuenans NT NP  BA D F Do RD RF Rdo IVI Rank
La\‘l Shorea obtusa Wall. Ex Blume 124 64 52156.73 124 64 0.0005216 17.10 12.50 24.94 54.55 1
‘]JS%@Z Pterocarpus macrocarpus Kurz 106 66 34837.62 106 66 0.0003484 14.62 12.89 16.66 44.17 2
1A Xylia xylocarpa (Roxb.) Taub. 75 48 1115237 75 48 0.0001115 10.34 9.38 533 25.05 3
YNNIA Dipterocarpus intricatus Dyer 26 24 22841.78 26 24 0.0002284 3.59 4.69 1092 19.20 4
N BARRY] Shorea roxburghii G. Don 26 21 1211620 26 21 0.0001212 3.59 4.10 579 1348 5
fj)ﬂ Lannea coromandelica ( Houtt.)Merr. 43 20 6096.35 43 20 0.0000610 5.93 391 292 12.75 6

Cll
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YUANY %ﬁ)Wi}ﬂHﬁm‘ﬁ{ NT NP BA D F Do RD RF  Rdo IVI Rank
ﬂiz‘vjmﬁu Mitragyna rotundifolia (Roxb.) Kuntze 29 27 5001.51 29 27 0.0000500 400 527 239 11.67 7
EJ?JL%’(‘)‘L! Morinda elliptica Ridl 29 23 5256.03 29 23 0.0000526 4.00 449 251 11.01 8
Ao Quercus kerrii Craib 20 15 7602.67 20 15 0.0000760 2.76 293 3.64 932 9
uLAA Sindora siamensis Teijsm & Miq. 15 14 8859.38 15 14 0.0000886 2.07 273 424 9.04 10
ﬂN%yﬂJ’E]ﬂ Albizia odoratissima (L.f.) Benth. 12 10 751749 12 10 0.0000752 1.66 195 3.60 7.20 11
goih Morinda coreia Ham 17 15 1530.61 17 15 0.0000153 2.34 293 0.73 6.01 12
miloalan Aporosa villosa (Wall. ex Lindl.) Baill. 6 6 7495.04 6 6 0.0000750 0.83 1.17 3.58 5.58 13
UZNUAN Mallotus philippensis Muell. Arg. 13 10 241236 13 10 0.0000241 1.79 195 1.15 490 14
A Dalbergia cultrata Graham.ex Benth 12 11 2270.11 12 11 0.0000227 1.66 2.15 1.09 4.89 15
AuONYAN Gardenia sootepensis Hutch. 12 11 144936 12 11 0.0000145 1.66 2.15 0.69 4.50 16
nszlau Careya sphaerica Roxb. 10 10 138795 10 10 0.0000139 138 195 0.66 4.00 17
11a131h Pavetta tomentosa Roxb. ex Sm. 13 10 118.18 13 10 0.0000012 1.79 195 0.06 3.80 18
A Dalbergia dongnaiensis Pierre 11 10 41995 11 10 0.0000042 1.52 195 020 3.67 19

el
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YUANY %awqwmﬁm{ NT NP BA D Do RD RF  Rdo IVI Rank
Msﬂﬂﬂlﬂg‘ﬂu Canarium subulatum Guill. 7 7 250286 7 0.0000250 0.97 137 120 3.53 20
!,é“c’nlﬂ"iﬂ’e) Bauhinia sp.1 12 6 99454 12 0.0000099 1.66 1.17 048 330 21
wzvwileu Phyllanthus emblica L. 12 5 61586 12 0.0000062 1.66 098 029 2093 22
Lf??&li] Bauhinia sp.2 9 6 879.86 9 0.0000088 1.24 1.17 042 2.83 23
Funy Hymenodictyon orixense (Roxb.) Mabb. 8 5  384.71 8 0.0000038 1.10 0.98 0.18 2.26 24
79 Shorea siamensis Mig. 4 4 173556 4 0.0000174 0.55 0.78 0.83 2.16 25
ninuo Rothmannia wittii (Craib) Bremek. 7 5 319.05 7 0.0000032 097 098 0.15 2.09 26
ﬁlzﬂ%}iﬂ Schleichera oleosa (Lour.) Oken 5 4 607.26 5 0.0000061 0.69 078 029 1.76 27
Az Inwuw Diospyros 2 2 1340.19 2 0.0000134 0.28 039 0.64 131 28
TR AAVRYY Bridelia retusa (L.) A.Juss. 3 3 57198 3 0.0000057 0.41 059 027 127 29
Hounum Grewia eriocarpa Juss. 3 3 550.86 3 0.0000055 0.41 0.59 026 1.26 30
EATRL Artocarpus lakucha Roxb. 3 3 475091 3 0.0000048 041 0.59 023 1.23 31
(a7 Dalbergia 2 1 152946 2 0.0000153 0.28 020 0.73 1.20 32
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MS1INUINT N3 (9D)

FUANY Fongnuemeaas NT NP  BA Do RD RF Rdo IVI Rank
?Taum Cratoxylum formosum (Jack) Dyer 3 3 35220 0.0000035 0.41 0.59 0.17 1.17 33
wirlvlan Antidesma ghaesembilla Gaertn. 4 2 27455 0.0000027 0.55 039 0.13 1.07 34
ICRIA Diospyros ehretioides Wall.ex G.Don 3 3 147.59 0.0000015 0.41 0.59 0.07 1.07 35
§3ﬂ1 Bombax anceps Pierre 2 2 617.96 0.0000062 0.28 0.39 0.30 0.96 36
un 2 unkow 2 2 142.41 0.0000014 0.28 0.39 0.07 0.73 37
un 3 unkow 2 2 12566 0.0000013 028 039 0.06 0.73 38
wzouth Ailanthus triphysa (Dennst.) Alston 2 1 525.56 0.0000053 028 020 025 072 39
un 9 unkow 2 2 84.08 0.0000008 0.28 039 0.04 0.71 40
30N Ellipanthus tomentosus Kurz 2 2 82.70 0.0000008 0.28 0.39 0.04 0.71 41
VEUNH WA Buchanania latifolia Roxb. 2 2 52.43 0.0000005 0.28 0.39 0.03 0.69 42
L?]lﬂllﬂguﬂx‘l Shorea henryana Pierre 1 1 660.79 0.0000066 0.14 0.20 0.32 0.65 43
un 6 unkow 1 2 23244 0.0000023 0.14 0.39 0.11 0.64 44
N5z laguag Bhesa robusta (Roxb.) Ding Hou 2 1 200.39 0.0000020 0.28 0.20 0.10 0.57 45

Sl



MS1INUINT N3 (9D)

FUANY ‘?;E]‘Wi]ﬂﬂﬁm‘@{ NT NP BA Do RD RF Rdo IVI Rank
un 8 unkow 1 1 471.63 0.0000047 0.14 020 0.23 0.56 46
meun Vitex peduncularis Wall.ex Schauer 2 1 160.67 0.0000016 0.28 0.20 0.08 0.55 47
AN IunaLe Carallia brachiata (Lour.) Merr. 2 1 78.34 0.0000008 0.28 020 0.04 0.51 48
ighuﬁhfiiy' Dillenia obovata (Blume) Hoogland 2 1 57.99 0.0000006 0.28 0.20 0.03 0.50 49
un 1 unkow 1 1 336.67 0.0000034 0.14 020 0.16 0.49 50
FIFU Dalbergia oliveri Gamble 1 1 33020 0.0000033 0.14 020 0.16 0.49 51
NIZINNAN Hydnocarpus ilicifolius King 1 1 216.51 0.0000022 0.14 020 0.10 0.44 52
un 4 unkow 1 1 21391 0.0000021 0.14 020 0.10 0.44 53
wh Syzygium cumini (L.) Skeels 1 1 113.14 0.0000011 0.14 020 0.05 0.39 54
WﬂJﬂﬁﬂﬁW Diospyros 1 1 102.11 0.0000010 0.14 020 0.05 0.38 55
un 7 unkow 1 1 100.33 0.0000010 0.14 020 0.05 0.38 56
un 5 unkow 1 1 98.56 0.0000010 0.14 020 0.05 0.38 57
AUIU Dalbergia nigrescens Kurz 1 1 81.75 0.0000008 0.14 0.20 0.04 0.37 58
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MS1INUINT N3 (9D)

YUANY ‘?;E]‘Wi]ﬂﬂﬁm‘@{ NT NP BA D F Do RD RF Rdo IVI Rank
AT Irvingia malayana Oliv.ex A. Benn. 1 1 78.57 1 1 0.0000008 0.14 020 0.04 0.37 59
%1Qﬁ13 Ochna integerrima (Lour.) Merr. 1 1 39.61 1 1 0.0000004 0.14 020 0.02 0.35 60
Mueniloy Gardenia obtusifolia Roxb.ex Kurz 1 1 34.23 1 1 0.0000003 0.14 0.20 0.02 0.35 61
Lﬁﬁ@ﬂ§ Memecylon scutellatum Naudin 1 1 29.24 1 1 0.0000003 0.14 0.20 0.01 0.35 62
wznonth Spondias pinnata (L.f.) Kurz 1 1 22.07 1 1 0.0000002 0.14 020 0.01 0.34 63
37U 725 512 0.0020909 100 100 100 300

Y v v
W NT = $1wudu; NP = $wauwlas; BA = Wuiinihda (em’); D= anumuiiy; F=anud; Do = Anuau;

RD = ANUAUdUING: RF = anuddw

v

v
=

[

v ¢

[

NND; RDo =ANUDTUNND; IVI=aY

HaANudIA; Rank = MAaumasianudia

LT1
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A A Y
ITOUIANNUUALAITI NI

A ~ ] 9 Y]
Liﬂuﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂthW’UﬂJmlﬂdﬁiNiﬂ

AU
N E S w N E S W

1 2.08 243 1.62 1.97 1.1 1.14 1.02 1.1
2 561 609 41 352 095 085 124 08
3 44 389 214 247 156 152 158 195
4 4.5 5.2 2.04 2.41 0.83 0.9 1.28 0.17
5 47 314 217 376 146 12 17 1.88
6 2.5 3 2.05 39 1.3 1.1 1.21 1.26
7 2.28 24 2.16 242 1.14 0.74 0.97 0.96
8 2.4 2.6 2.7 2.1 15 153 08 1.32
9 2.27 2.5 2.06 2.48 1.33 1.23 1.65 1.6
10 177 094 09 12 16 162 17 145
1 171 25 164 23 119 138 124 13
12 154 219 191 21 13 201 165 137
13 147 178 166 131 164 153 1.3 1.6
14 1.5 1.75 2.1 1.92 1.7 1.03 1.12 1.32
15 197 18 2.4 2.9 126 L1l 128 114
16 202 284 2.1 2.2 142 145 095 1.2
17 181 178 197 238 174 165 157  L73
18 3.4 2.9 2.1 2.5 097 146 127 155
19 161 215 19 228 134 126 143 1.07
20 224 213 202 26l 127 159 125 097

Min 09 1Ay 245 Min 0.7  de 131

Max 6.09 SD 0.98 Max 2.01 SD 0.31
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- 54 dududs  @oeu Anug dududs  dnud dudnis  @dvou Anug

9 Wamum $0 F 39 F 3§19 F 3§51 F 39 F 31 F 39 F 3§19 F §1 F
0.9.-47 15 10 0.67 15 1.00 10 0.67 10 0.67 0 000 O 0.00 0 000 O 0.00 0 0.00
N.0.-47 16 13 081 16 100 12 075 12 0.75 0 000 0 0.0 0 000 0 000 0 000
5.7.-47 16 11 0.69 16 1.00 13 0.81 13 0.81 0 000 O 0.00 0 000 O 0.00 0 0.00
1.0.-48 17 14 082 17 100 15 088 15 0.88 0 000 1 0.6 0 000 5 029 4 024
N.N.-48 20 20 1.00 20 1.00 20 1.00 20 1.00 2 010 2 0.10 15 075 16 080 16 0.80
1.0.-48 22 20 091 22 1.00 22 1.00 22 1.00 16 0.73 18 0.82 20 091 21 095 21 0095
10.8.-48 22 12 055 22 100 19 086 19 0.86 18 082 15 0.68 16 073 17 077 17 0.77
N.7.-48 21 11 0.52 21 1.00 18 0.86 18 0.86 5 024 3 0.14 1 0.05 1 0.05 1 0.05
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n.8.-48 20 8 040 20 100 8 040 8 040 0 000 0 0.0 0 000 O 000 0 000

NN 39 = 11U wﬁ‘ﬁWU; F = anudlumsny
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