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The increasing number of elderly people, together with the changes in social and economic situations,
makes it more difficult for Thai family to be able to take care of their own parents at home as they used to do in the
past. This situation is likely to result in an increasing number of neglected elderly who has become and will become a
burden to the society. “Home for the Elderly” has become an alternative for the underpriviledged elderly.
Consequently, the study aims to investigate the living conditions and probiems of the 215 elderly residing in different
types of accommodations in the compound called “The Vasanawet Home for the Elderly.” The randomly selected 96
elderly were observed, photographed and interviewed. In addition, field noted were made for further analyses so that
the data obtained can be used as guidelines to develop future accommodations for the elderly in Thailand.

It was found from the study that there were three types of accommodations: the "Free of Charge Residential
Care” unit, the “Private House” section, and the “Ban Busayaniwet” area. The elderly in the Free of Charge Residential
Care unit resided together in a single-story building. The elderly in the Private Home section resided individually in a
single house or a townhouse and paid for their accommodations. The elderly in the Ban Busayaniwet area also paid for
their accommodations and services, but they reside together in a two-story building. Most of the elderly residing in the
Free of Charge Residential Care unit required physiotherapy in the physiotherapy building and had their meals at the
canteen everyday. They often participated in annual activities held at the multi-purpose building. The elderly residing
in the Private House section and Ban Busayaniwet area, on the other hand, enjoyed their leisure activities, such as
watching television, listening to the radio and praying in their own rooms. Regarding their marital status, most of the 96
elderly were single. Those who were married and resided in the Free of Charge Residential Care unit and the Private
House section prefered to live by themselves although they had children of their own. However, those married elderly
residing in the Ban Busayaniwet area would rather stay with their family. With regard to their economic status, those
residing in the Free of Charge Residential Care unit did not have their regular income, while those residing in the
Private House and Ban Busayaniwet section did have regular incomes from retirement pension, rental properties, or
investment interest.

In terms of physical living conditions, most of the 96 elderly believed a suitable living area is provided.
However, those residing in the Free of Charge Residential Care Unit demanded window and door screens and a slope
for each staircase. They also requested the furniture and bathroom equipment to be repaired. The crowded
conditions of the building and the strong smell of the toilets were also brought up. Those residing in the Private House
section asked for an emergency alarm to be installed in their residence in addition to additional light bulbs between the
buildings. They aiso needed a shorter and smoother walkway from their residence to the common area. Those residing
in the Ban Busayaniwet area showed their interest in staying in a single-story building. Furthermore, they asked for
more space in the bathrooms and washing areas. They also urged the installment of an emergency alarm in each of
their room, brighter light in their bathrooms and more light between the buildings.

Last, The study points out the need to install of fire extinguishers to meet the required standards and
emergency alarms in all three types of accommodations. There should also be developments for common services,

such as a physiotherapy building, a multi-purpose building, an exercise area, a prayer hall, etc., all of which are easily

and safely accessible to the elderly. ﬂ E S [ l
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