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Wachara Worametchanan 2008: Value of Shell Fossil in Amphoe Mae Mo Changwat Lampang.
Master of Science (Resources Management), Major Field: Resources Management, Interdisciplinary

Graduate Program. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Vute Wangwacharakul, Ph.D. 108 pages.

The shell fossil site is in Mae Mo mining concession area, amphoe Mae Mo changwat Lampang.
The area of 52 rai has been conserved to be natural preservation and tourist attraction site. The main purpose
of this study is to estimate the option value based on Contingent Valuation Method (CVM). The estimation
was conducted using an open-ended questionnaire to interview 584 samples of 15 years old and above.

Appropriate management approach for this shell fossil site was also studied based on selected expert views.

In assessing the willingness to pay by income classes, it was found that the values of willingness to
pay (WTP) of low and high income classes followed their income levels while that of middle class had lowest
WTP value. The low, middle and high income classes had WTP values of about 33, 31 and 49 baht per person
per year respectively. Factors affecting the conservation contribution were heritage value for next generation,
social responsibility, reliability of responsible agency and convenience of means of payment. The estimated
option value of shell fossil site is about 1.34 billion baht per year. This value is much higher than that of the

lignite reserved in the site. Hence, it is justified to conserve the shell site for research and tourism.

On approach to manage the shell fossil site, it was found that the shell fossil site has development
potentials for research and tourism at regional level. The best management approach for this particular site
should be in a form of partnership among Department of Mineral Resources, Electricity Generating Authority

of Thailand and local government organization.
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