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ABSTRACT

TE 165484

The purpose of this research was to study state, readiness and the need of using the

Internet for distance education of the first year student, Sripatum University in the academic year

2002.

The Samples were 654 students from 9 faculties which come from Proportional Stratified

Random Sampling. The data were collected by using questionnaires, checklist and rating scale.

The data were statistically analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean (X ) and standard

deviation.

The findings were as follows. The first year student of Sripatum University in the

academic year 2002

1.

Most of freshmen had prior experience in using the Internet. More than half of
freshmen also had email address. They have computers in their residence but the
connectivity to the Internet is less than the hypothesis. The free Internet service
provided by Sripatum University is the most popular among freshmen. However,
freshmen who do not have computers in their residence are comfortable to use the
Internet either from the Internet shop or university computer labs which is higher
than the hypothesis. Most of them are use the Internet in the 10" floor building No.5
computer lab. They use the Internet during 9:00 am. ~ 6:00pm at least once a week.
Most of students use the Internet for searching the interested information, study and
entertainment.

Most of freshmen have adequate skills to use computer and the Intemet, which is
concurred with the hypothesis. From the hypothesis, the first year student, Sripatum
University in the academic year 2002 have the Internet readiness for the Sripatum

University Internet distance education.
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Their opinions about the computer and Internet service are

3.1 The teaching and learning service: Maximum average is “the university should
have the Internet instruction system for general education”. Minimum average
is “the willing to pay tuition higher than normal if course is taught by using the
Internet”.

3.2 The service: Maximum average is “Need more the public relations or the
Internet information about using Internet for learning”. Minimum average is
“Not enough computer equipments for student using”.

The problem of using the Internet services of Sripatum University are :

4.4 The Internet connection speed is very slow.

4.5 There are not enough computers.

4.6 Many of the computers are out of order or out of date.

The additional requirements are :

5.1 Need more computers and Internet computer labs.

5.2 Need high-end computers with full-set of peripheral equipments and multimedia.

5.3 Need more the public relations and activity in using Internet for learning.

The teaching and learning needs are :

6.1 Perfect and complete detail web-based instruction.

6.2 Web-based instruction in every subject.

6.3 Training in foundation computer and Internet courses.

For service, the suggestions are to provide more computers, connect Internet in

every computers, install necessary programs in computers, always check and have

the computer maintenance, need help desk, to increase time for Internet log in, to
increase telephone lines and need high speed Internet.

For teaching and learning, the suggestions are to have more computer courses, more

computer training, more teaching time, each computer lab should have enough

computers for one person, and need more free laser printer paper, should have
web-based instruction in every subject for every faculty and always have coordinate

activities between the students and lecturers.





