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The four main objectives of this research are 1) To study the conditions and the contexts
related to the background and the existence of disambiguating stateless refugees from Lao
illegal migrant workers 2) To study the context, the conditions, and the limitations of the
national and international policy processes that affect disambiguating stateless refugees from
Lao illegal migrant workers 3) to understand “the practice of power” for building policies, the
reaction of stateless refugees, the fact in the area 4) to seek the approaches that lead to the
appropriate policy solutions for the governmental agencies, local people, and stateless

refugees in the border.

Tge researcher obtains the data through the survey of documents, the interviews, the group
discussion, and the interview with the Jampasak officer of Lao’s People Democratic

Republic.

The findings show that the existence of the stateless refugees is very inferior due to the
lacking of Thai and Lao governments’ concerns. Therefore, they must survive by
“incorporation themselves” into illegal migrant workers through TR 38/1 card. However, this
increases the complicated problems because the status of stateless person is combined with

the conditions of the illegal migrant workers.

Furthermore, Thai government defines the stateless refugees as the discourse of illegal
migrant workers. In addition, the practice of power in the border beyond the powerful
mechanism (e.g. laws, police, and bureaucrats) shows the authorities in regulations and the
arrangement for personal life. Then, they try to incorporate themselves into the state’s
regulations by participation in the activities of their communities, admiration the important
inst’;tutions in society, and using indirect means such as marriage with Thai women or buying

the 'evidence to be Thai, and so on.
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Consequently, to maintain the existence of the stateless refugees with the development of

their quality lives as the subject of Thai government and to solve the problem of trans-

borders, the researcher provides the suggestions that can be divided into 2 main plans.

The academic findings

1

d

With respect to the change of the border, the stateless refugees exist in the
transnational phenomena. During the Indochina war, the security was the vital core
which appeared within co-existent borderlands between Thai and Lao people.
However, the tension of war ends this relationship. According to the neo-liberalism of
the globalization, the nation-states’ securities are vulnerable to penetrated border.
Therefore, the concepts of “citizen” and “the right to live” must be classified more
deeply than just as “the legal citizenship”

With respect to the citizenship and regionalism, there is a valuable suggestion that
global citizenship, ecological citizenship, and cultural citizenship should be replaced
national citizenship that is criticized as the inappropriate mean to solve the illegal
migration. Furthermore, on the way to be the ASEAN Community, it is necessary to

imitate the management of transnational people from EU.

The recommendations for short-term policies

1

'

Since there are some obstacles for managing the stateless refugees, the researcher
thinks that the Department of Provincial Administration of Ministry of Interior should
provide training courses for local and provincial officers to build partnership among
civil society and stateless refugees. In addition, the courses can be trained by some
experts from Ministry of Interior, The Human Rights Sub-Committee on Ethic
Minorities, Stateless, Migrant Workers, and Displaced Persons, and The Lawyers
Council of Thailand, and so on.

It is urgent to survey the information to make the appropriate regulations for the
future

The recommendations for long-term policies

1.

The expansion of social rights covers stateless refugees by distribution the power to
provincial officers such as Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) and Sub-
district Administrative Organization (SAO). Moreover, some welfare states such as
Health Service should be provided for stateless refugees by cooperation among

various sections in the province.
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2. Thai government should study the possibility of building “Asian Passport” or “Alien
Passport” that go along with new words such as cultural citizenship, global
citizenship, and economic citizenship. The importance of social rights and

citizenships can be learned from the strengths and weaknesses of EU.
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