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The objectives of this study were to learn about the historical and physical aspect
Qf Khon Kaen urban communities, especially the usage system of open space from the past
and relationships between urban dwellers and public open space at community, district
and town levels in the present with analysis of potential, limitation including proposal for
the development guidelines for public open space at different levels in accordance with

urban life and with future urban development directions.

The finding : Khon Kaen urban community settlement originated during the 12
16" centuries of Buddhist Era, then declined till the town establishment in B.E. 2340 by
Thao Phia Muang Phan. The original site was at the old town communities, close to Bung
Bon, given a new name “Bung Kaen Nakhon* in the government of field Marshal Sarit
Thanarat, who has a major role in urban development ever since. People’s relationships
with public open space have been their social phenomenon with open-space environment
at every level: community, district and town. In the past, called “Suan Sanuk®” (Amusement
Park). After B.E. 2475, there was a preparation for public open space at the Town Pillar, At
present, the similar public open space is implemented to meet a variety of people’s needs:
public parks, embankment areas, government areas, streets and footpaths including some
private areas - each area has different potential and limitation. Therefore, the development
guidelines for public open space for urban communities are given importance in the
suitability of locations with the urban dv/vellers’ use of public open space. More
significantly, the present existence should connect with the past for quality public open

space to correspond highly with the use, besides focusing value, meaning and memory on

that space.
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