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This Thesis is a continuation of the study undertaken in 1992 by the National Housing Authority in which 3
possible locations were recommended for the Cabinet’s approval for the building of new towns as Bangkok’s sub-centers.
The three recomménded locations are on the east side, the west side, and the north side of Bangkok, of which the latter

- (i.e.. Bang Pa-In Expanded Areas) was selected to be the study area of this Thesis due to the existence of many large
industrial employers and a variety of transportation networks therein. .

The objectives of this Thesis are to study the roles, the readiness, the needs, and the components of a satellite
town in relation to the study area at present, as well as to study and select the urban pattem which is most suitable for the
study area, with the goal of proposing broad guidelines for the development of a Bangkok's sub~center there. The study is
divided into 2 major areas of investigation, i.e.. 1) to study the readiness, the needs, and the present roles of Bang Pa-in
Expanded Areas in relation to both the theoretical components of a satellite town and the idea! balance of residences and
workplaces in terms of percentage ratios, and 2) to analyze and select an urban pattem which is most suitable for Bang Pa-
In Expanded Areas by using the SWOT (Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and Threat) analysis to determine the potentials
and limitations of the study area; by using the built-up area analysis to see the present urban pattem and to gauge the
likely direction of its future expansion; and by using the goals-achievement analysis to select the urban pattem which is
most suitable for the study area.

This study concludes that Bang Pa-In Expanded Areas are ready to be developed to be one of Bangkok’s sub—
centers. By studying the major elements of a satellite town, it is concluded that Bang Pa-In Expanded Areas are properly
distanced from, but are conveniently connected with, the major city. It has been continuously growing physically,
economically, and socially; its administration is independent of the major city; and it is clearly separated from the major city
by an expansive open space. The study area can be conveniently supported by its surmounding communities in terms of
economics and public utilities, and can support those communities with land for residential developments. The population
in the study area is mostly employed in the industrial sector and is continuously in need of additional residences. From
analyzing the study area’s potentials, it is concluded that the area has 3 suitable roles, i.e., as a residential center, as a
transportation center for the distribution of manufactured goods, and as a center of leading information technologies. From
physical analysis, it was found that Bang Pa-In Extended Areas have grown linearly and, therefore, the directional grid
appears to be the most suitabie structure for its future expansion. With the analyses of various issues, this study finally
presents a set of guidelines for the development of this Bangkok's sub - center by suggesting aitemnative urban pattems,
suitable urban components, management and administration concepts, as well as development organization and

development measures.





