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Professional practice of architecture is one subsection in the business sector dealt with Wold
Trade Organization (WTO) under General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). Previously,
professional practice of architecture in Thailand was protected for Thais only but, as a WTO member
under GATS, foreign architects can now work in the Kingdom. This controversy is the issue of this
research.

The objective of this research is to study the opinions of Thai architects on the advantages and
disadvantages when foreign architects come to practice in Thaila.id. In addition, it aims to find a
guideline solution for this problem.

Research data includes purposive sampling of architects collected by an interview method.
The purposive sampling of architects was divided into 3 groups, architects who work in GATS
members under The Council of Thais Architects, architects who have experience in intemational
projects, and architects who have professional experience in Thailand. The data was analyzed by
descriptive writing.

In this study, it was found that today the understanding about architectural services was
unrelated with the meaning of the law because they were unclear. This has led to confusion and
makes it difficult for architects to make comparisons base on the architectural services definition of
WTO. In addition, the research also found that almost the entire sampling felt Thailand should set
conditions for free trade, especially Thai architects should work with foreign architects, otherwise,
foreign architects should not be allowed to work as individuals or set up companies. Further more,
Thailand must set qualifications for an architectural license. The samplings also identified a number
of other issues that need to be dealt with.

Therefore, a guideline for fee trade in architectural services for foreign architects in Thailand
has to be set up and include; first, the selection of types and conditions for free trade in architectural
services. Second, the requirements for an architectural license; and third, the necessary steps to

develop Thai Professional architects.



