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The purpose of this paper is to study homosexual life and to propose an educational approach for the understanding of homosexual
fife. The researcher uses the ethnographic methodology for this study by observing homosexual fife-styles through interviews of five lesbians
and five gay men. With the help of these in-depth interviews, the researcher analyzed constant comparison tables and organized a focus group

meeting to seek guidelines relevant to a truly educational approach relevant to this issue.

Here are the following findings of this paper:

1. Homosexuals tend to experience a difficult childhood, living in a family that suffers from a lack of satisfactory relationships,
sometimes even resulting to open family crisis. As a child, they start to have feelings of admiration for same-sex persons - children or adults -
without fully realizing what is their sexual identity. These feelings will tum to a growing sense of confusion during adolescence. The future
homosexual identity will siowly be revealed through personal questions leading to a sudden need for clear answers whether they take the form
of diverse media sources or simply a conversation with close {homosexua!) friends. Then, this person will have to accept histher identity as a

homosexual.

2. In practice, homosexuals tend to leam about their identity from both their own personal experience and their contacts with
homosexual grouns. However, homosexuals and other persons who interact with them {parents, teachers, friends) expect their schonl to teach
them first what is their identity, as it is viewed as a preferable way to leam about these fundamental issues for the child's weil being. One key
concem for non-homasexual persons dealing with homosexual children, is to prevent cases of homophobia and generally to help build friendly
relationships with other children.

3. There is a need for guidefines that applies to educations about the homosexual identity at three different stages: First, the
education at family level, second, the education process and environment at school, and third a continuous educational approach that focuses
on the community or even on the largest social entity such as the sociely. About the school’s education process to adolescents, it should focus
on introducing the homosexuals as a “social group” with its own characteristics and as a part of the whole society. The ultimate goal must
remain 1 inform studexits on the diversity of sexual identities and give them evidence of the growing acceptance of these identities.

4. Family has a fundamental role. First, it heips children to leam about their sexual identity, second, it allows children to grow up with
appropriate sex roles. This process is however dependent on the quality of the relationship within the family. In addition to this good relationship,
a good education allows children not only to develop their own identity but also understand that other people may be different. In other words,
they will leam to respect the rights of other to have a diifferent sexual identity.



