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This research aims to study the spatial and socio-economic characteristics of Khaosan Road
area especially its commercial open spaces. By synthesizing their morphological properties and field
studying their activity and space use patterns, the area’s potentials and problems will be analyzed

and summarized as spatial development guidelines for commercial open spaces in the area.

The results show that although open spaces in the area are spatially complicated and
unintelligible with their distinctive types of use due to their specific locations, they can be well
categorized in terms of levels of accessibility / enclosure / elevafion change and three-dimensionality.
The varied combination of these spatial properties have been found to directly affect pedestrians’ use
patterns in the open spaces according to the field observation. Varied space use patterns include
pedestrian movement rates, movement traces, static activity including types of space user, activity
and times of use. These idiosyncratic spatial properties create some very vibrant and lively
commercial open spaces whereby mixed types of pecple, times of use and activities are evident and
some other ‘quieter’ areas whereby only single type of user, sparse times of use and single activity

are found.

From such analytical results, some spatial logics of the successful commercial open spaces
are established and used as guidelines to redesign some other quiet areas in order to achieve the
highest commercial purposes while still balancing the uses of surrounding local communities, The
guidelines are suggested in a form of design plans for Khaosan Road area as a whole and for 8 case
study areas in a more local level. Atthe end, the study suggests implementation guidelines, order of
development including necessary recommendations in related issues in order to establish spatial

development guidelines to apply in other similar cases.





