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ABSTRACT
180865

The objectives of this study were : (1) to understand general economic and social
characteristics of Thai tourists who took river cruise and the people who resided along the banks
of the Ping River ; (2) to estimate the willingness to pay for the Ping River conservation of
those Thai tourists and the local residents under investigation ; (3) to assess the Economic Value
of the Ping River conservation from the willingness to pay approach.

Two hundred observations of the Thai tourists could be described generally as male
rather than female, 21-30 years old married. About 50% hold Bacherlor’s Degree. Most were
government service employees with 10,001-15,000 baht monthly income. Two hundred local
residents under study were mostly characterized as male. 21-30 years old, married wage worker,
with average monthly income of 10,001-15,000 baht, and only 33.5% completed undergraduate
education, Among these 47.5% owned home within 50 meters from the Ping river. Those without
landscape were 39% and those with landscape were 13.5%

The study showed that the average willingness to pay for the Ping River conservation of
Thai tourists was 87 baht and the Economic Value of the Ping River conservation was estimated
at 157,684,296 baht per year. For Thai tourist, price was significantly influenced the probability
of the willingness to pay for the Ping River conservation. For every increase of 1,000 baht, the
probability of the willingness to pay decreased by 4.34%. The willingness to pay of tourists who
had high education would be higher than tourists who had less. The willingness to pay of tourists
who had high income would be relatively higher. The factors, which was found to be significantly
influenced the willingness to pay, was tourists’ satisfaction.

The average willingness to pay for the Ping River conservation of people who resided
along the Ping River were 104.46 baht and the Economic Value of the Ping River conservation
was/ estimated at 3,246,930.18 baht per year. For people, price was significantly influenced the
probability of the willingness to pay for the Ping River conservation. For every increase of 1,000
baht, the probability of the willingness to pay decreased by 7.24%. The willingness to pay of male
was more than female. The willingness to pay of those who had high education would be more
than those who had less. The willingness to pay of those who had higher income would be more
than people who had less. The factor, which was found to be significantly influenced the
willingness to pay, was home ownership.

The results of this study could be applied for policy and plan for development
environmental in the future. In addition, the economic value could be used as information for

dicision-making in the Ping River conservation project.





