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The purpose of the thesis is to study the popularity of the Sang Thong story and the nature of the
reproduction of the various tales belonging to the Sang Thong tale type. Seventy two stories of the Sang
Thong tale type are collected from all the regions in Thailand and also from outside Thailand where Tai
peoples live.

The study reveals that the Sang Thong tale type is widely known among the Thai - Tai peoples inside
and outside Thailand. This shows that the Thais and the Tai peoples similarly and mutually know the stories
belonging to the Sang Thong tale type. In analysing the structure of the Sang Thong tale type, it is found out
that the Sang Thong tale type consists of 4 important episodes; first, the abnormal birth; second, the hero's
adventure; third, the hero in disguise acquinng the spouse and being tested by his father-inJaw; and
fourth, the revealing of the self. The four episodes are composed of 11 sequential components or “functions”
in folklore term. The 11 functions are: the abnormal birth, the extraordinary ability, the beginning of the hero's
journey, the hero's helper or patron, the acquisition of magic and treasure, the hero in disguise under the
ugly appearance, the choosing of the spouse, the difficult task, the marriage, the end of disguise and the
consequence of the disclosure.

By comparing the 4 episodes and 11 functions, the 72 versions of the Sang Thong stories can be
classified into 3 main sub tale types, i.e., Type A Sang Thong, Type B Kam Ka Dam, and Type AB Thao Bae.

The study of the tale reproduction indicates that various versions or new stories under new names
can be reproduced though sharing the same structure with the sang thong tale type. The analysis shows that
new tales can be reproduced under 8 conditions: changing the order of certain functions, reducing some
episedes or certain functions, choosing only certain episodes and make new stories, repeating certain
functions in order to emphasize certain episode, adding new functions or new episodes, adding subplots
into the main plot, combining two stories together; and, changing the detail of every function though holding
on to the old sequential structure. Under these 8 circumstances, variant of the Sang Thong story and new
tales belonging to the Sang Thong tale type can be created and reproduced though the tale structure

remains thé same.



