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The purposes of this qualitative research were to describe meanings and patterns of
lifelong leamning of professional nurses. Sixteen professional nurses with master's degree who
have worked in a selected hospital located in Bangkok were participated in this study. In-depth
interview together with a field-note were employed for data collection. Data were transcribed
verbatim and then analyzed by using content analysis. The results were as follows:

1. Meanings of lifelong learning of professional nurses
1.1 Learning everything and learning continuously
1.2 Having difference ways to learn for understanding of changes
2. Patterns of lifelong Jearning of professional nurses
2.1 Learning backgrounds: 2.1.1 having learning motive and 2.1.2 learning eagerly for self
2.2 Beginning 1o be a professional nurse
2.2.1 Leamning aims: 1) learning new things and 2) utilizing free time
2.2.2 Ways of learning: 1) learning at work in several ways and 2) learning new things
beyond nursing
2.2.3 Lacking organizational support
2.3 Studying for a Master's degree
2.3.1 Learning aims: 1) being recognized by others and 2) applying knowledge to work
2.3.2 Ways of learning: 1) learning relating to career and 2) learning relating to personal
interest
2.3.3 Having time limitation
2.4 After completion of a Master's degree
2.4.1 Leaming aims: 1) obtaining new knowledge for keeping work improvement and

2) applying knowledge to work |

2.4.2 Ways of learning: 1) learning from training and 2) consulting experts

2.4.3 Having eyes’ problems





