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Abstract

This research aims to study the expansion of a new trade route between Thailand and Lao PDR: the
5" Friendship Bridge (Buengkan - Bolikhamxai) to prepare public and private sectors towards
ASEAN Community 2015. Besides, people live along the border of Thailand and Lao PDR who
benefit from this bridge such as border trade, investment and transportation. Currently, Buengkan
has some problems; such as, the transportation with the cargo ferry, the infrastructure that supports
the economic development of the province and the ignorance’s people about the ASEAN community.
The research is a qualitative study which population is divided into 2 groups: government officials,
including custom officers, immigration officers. Moreover, there are the other interviewed- groups
such as chamber of commerce, buyers-seller and entrepreneurs at the area of study. The results
showed that Buengkan is a province of the newly founded. However, this province is very important
trade and investment potentials because this area, opposite Bolikhamxai in Lao PDR is the shortest
route where connects to the 8" High-way from Lao PDR to Vietnam. In Conclusion, Buengkan is
also an essential factor for the exports of Thailand to expand trade opportunities with neighboring
countries. In the future, the 5™ Friendship Bridge will transport easily to Laos, Vietham and

neighboring countries, especially, the export of raw rubber and rubber products, etc.

Keywords: Economic Potential, the 5™ Thai-Laos Friendship Bridge, ASEAN Community
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