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This research has three main objectives. First is to measure the level of knowledge and
understanding about sufficiency economy philosophy of people in general public, agricyltural,
service, industrial and government sectors particularly in the three principles of moderation
reasonableness and self-<immunity and the two conditions of knowledge and moral foundations.
Second is to discern the effectiveness and efficiency in economic, social, cultural, environmental
and knowledge dimensions of people who apply sufficiency economy philosophy in their real
life. Third is to compare the sufficiency economy philosophical doctrines with the mainstream
economics framework.

For the first and second objectives, a total 5,111 persons were interviewed through
questionnaire format for information for this study. Thirteen samples of sufficiency economy
followers were identified for in-depth interview as case study of good practices. For the third
objective, 22 economists were asked to compare the essence of sufficiency economy with that of
mainstream economics.

This study found that most of all people had a low level of knowledge and understanding
about sufficiency economy philosophy. The majority of people in the general public sector had
understanding at high level in every aspect especially the self-immunity dimension, those in
agricultural sector had moderate level of understanding about self-immunity principle and the
knowledge and moral conditions, those in service sector possessed high level of understanding
about self-immunity concept; meanwhile owners or administrators in Industrial sector, employees
in industrial sector and workers in government sector all shard the similar feature of having high
level of understanding in the self-immunity aspect.

On the application of sufficiency economy philosophy in real life, it was found that the
social dimension was followed to a large extent in the general public sector and to a moderate
extent in agricultural and service sector, the environmental aspect was applied to a moderate
extent among the owners or administrators in industrial sector and the social aspect was used to a
moderate extent among employees in industrial sector while to a large extent in the government

sector. It thus becomes evident that the level of understanding and the extent of actualization of
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sufficiency economy principles vary in the same direction which implied that the greater the
understanding the larger extent of application. ‘ '

The in-depth interview with 22 economisis using open-ended questionnaire provided a
quite common conclusions that both mainstream economics and sufficiency economy philosophy
have the same basic concept for development and livelihood system that allow people, societies
and nation to survive in the realm of globalization. The sufficiency economy principles are the
means to fulfill the objectives of living according to mainstream economics” criteria (maximizing
utility) by entailing moderation, reasonableness, acquisition of self-immunity in order for one to
lead his life in a balanced surrounding through the middle-path based on two basic but crucial
conditions of knowledge and moral. Knowledge must be broad, deep and comprehensive to allow
logical integration usage while moral commands honesty faithfulness, perserverance, greedless
and generousity. By following these principle even as a part of daily routines, one can live

happily, in 2 balanced and sustainable manner.





