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The purpose of the present descriptive research was to study the correiation between
attitudes towards physical profession and school teaching behavior of physical education students
in the Faculty of Education, Khon Kaen University. The target group consisted of 32 physical
education students who were doirig student teaching practice in schools during the 2008 school
year and 18 supervisors and mentors in the schools where the students did their praétice. The
tools used in the study included 1) a test on the students’ attitudes towards physical education
profession and their teaching behavior in the schools they were practicing which has a reliability
of 0.92, and 2) an in-depth interview form to be used with the supervisors and mentors from the
schools where the students did their practice. The collected data were analyzed by means of an
SPSS Program for Windows for percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation. Research
hypothesis was tested by means of Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The findings:

The students’ attitudes towards physical education profession was at the “Very Good”
level (-X_=4.34) and their teaching behavior when practicing at schools were also at the
“Very Good” level (T=4.2?). There is a significant “Medium” level of correlation between the
students’ attitudes towards physical education profession and their teaching behavior while
practicing at schools at the .0l level of significance. The physical education supervisors and
mentors at the schools where the students did their teaching practice opined that the students’
teaching behavior, as a whole, was at a “Good” level (77.7%). The students’ love and faith in
Teaching profession, as expressed by them, was at a “Good” level (72.2%). Their participation in
extra-teaching activities was also at a “Good” level (77.7%)

The physical education supervisors and mentors also Opinéd that the S-year curriculum is
appropriate for institutions producing educational personnel. The objective of the curriculum to
develop professional teachers was at a “Good” level (77.7%). The main problems they
encountered when supervising the student practice was the students’ unpunctuality (55.5%).
These two groups of respondents opined further that the Faculty of Education should have done a
better job in coordinating student practice activities with their schools in order to make student

teaching practice more efficient.





