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ABSTRACT

Recently, the consumption of herb products and traditional medi&n?sohg 0beaen
increasing. In Nakomn Ratchasima Province, there are 8 traditional manufacturers and 28 recipes
producing herb oral liquid dosages, which are distributed throughout Nakorn Ratchasima
Province and other provinces. In this study microbial contamination measurement of herb
products samples were carried out between November 2004 — January 2005 and the behaviors of
manufacturers regarding product processing were investigated. The microbial contaminations and
the preservative analysis were investigated by using the method in the British Pharmacopoeia
2000. It was found that 19 samples (67.8%) did not meet the standard requirement, and
10 samples exceeded than the standard requirement. There were 4 samples that were
contaminated with micro-organisms, and there were 6 samples containing benzoic acid over the
upper limit. On interviewing and observing staff to find out about the risk factors in November
2004 — January 2005, it was found that all manufacturers did not practice according to Good
Manufacturing Practices. The major risk factors were the quality of raw material, raw material
preparation, maintenance equipment and the facilities in the factories. These factors might be
related to the product quality and affect consumer safety. The microbial contamination test may
be not enough to be able to maintain the use of traditional medicine safely, and it is important for

the manufacturers to improve the behavior in the production processing on every production line.
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