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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are : 1) to study the content consistency of law books
within Chiang Mai University Library’s Online Public Access Cataloging (CMUL OPAC), and 2)
to study the numbers and frequency of law book updates within the CMUL OPAC.

The research included the use of Content Analysis and Survey Research, and the study
population covered the full list of law books held within the CMUL OPAC, based on Subject
Heading and the Dewey Decimal Classification system. The research tools employed to gather the
-data were the Subject Heading for Thai Books, as developed by the Information Resource
Analysis Division of the University library, and also the Sears List of Subject Headings for
English Books. The Statistical values which were used were frequency and percentile.

The findings show that there are a total of 32,111 books with a content covering the
Bachelor of Law program curriculum, of which 30,084 are Thai books a.nd 2,027 are English
books, representing in total 11.27% of all the books in the CMUL OPAC.
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The research into the frequency of book updates found that there are only a small
proportion of books held, in both Thai and English, that have been published during the last five
years (2008-2009), accounting for only 12.11% of the study population. Most of the books held
were published over five years ago; those published between 1995 and 2004 account for 40.05%
of the study population, whereas those published before 1995 account for 47.84% of the study
population.

The research divided the subject-content categories into nine groups, these being: General
Law, Civil Law, Commercial and Business Law, Civil Procedure and the Law of Evidence,
Constitutional and Administrative Law, other Public Law, International Law, Criminal Law and
Law of Criminal Procedure. Examining the number of books within each subject-content category
showed that the subjects with the most number of the books are International Law, Commercial
and Business Law and General Law, while those categories with the least number of books are
Civil Procedure and Law of Evidence, other Public Law, and Civil Law respectively. With regard
‘to updates, the research also found that the top three most updated subjects are International Law,
Commercial and Business Law, and Constitutional and Administrative Law, while the three least
updated subjects are Civil Law, other Public Law, and Civil Procedure and Law of Evidence
respectively.

Research into the number of books by course category found that there are two courses
that have no Thai books with a similar content, whereas there are twenty one courses that have no
English books with a similar content. In addition, there is one course that has fewer than ten Thai

books, while there are eleven courses that have fewer than ten English books.





