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Eelgrass (Ottelia alismoides (L.) Pers.):

A Dominant Aquatic Plant in Phetchaburi River*

skekok ok

Sitthi Kulabtong** Sawika Kunlapapuk*** and Patcharin Saipatana

Abstract

Eelgrass (Ottelia alismoides (L.) Pers.) is a prominent submerged aquatic plant in
Phetchaburi River. It has an economic potential to develop for commercial production due
to its popularity among freshwater aquarium hobbyists.  Moreover, young leaves and
inflorescences (flowering shoots) can be eaten freshly as an herbal vegetable. It also has
some crucial properties of efficient antibacterial agent of tuberculosis and abnormal lymph
gland. Aside from being used as vegetable and herb, eelgrass has also been utilized as
animal feed. The plants grow up well in submerged water area where the mud bottom has
high nutrients. This plant can be propagated from both seeds and shoot buddings. It
normally takes 45 - 60 days to reach the reproductive stage, and the full maturity stage is
about 6 months. Mature plants can produce 15 - 30 pods per plant. Eelgrass is annual plant

and it naturally dies in dry season.
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